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New Project 
Daily exhibition and a monthly workshop 

Western Kurdistan Association is running daily exhibition and a monthly workshop on 
Kurdish Music, Kurdish History, Kurdish Literature, Kurdish traditions, Kurdish Film 
evening at 3pm on the first Tuesday each month for refugees and asylum seekers.  To 
attend and to get more information please contacts the WKA. 

 
 

FREE COURSE FOR REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS  
Western Kurdistan Association is running computer course from June to November 2009, 
for refugees and asylum seekers in Hammersmith and Fulham. For refugees and asylum 
seekers who are seeking employment or higher education. 

For more information please contact the WKA 
KURDISH LANGUAGE FOR CHILDREN 

For the first time in the United Kingdom, the Western Kurdistan Association is running 
Kurdish language courses (Kurmanji dialect) under the title of Osman Sabri’s Academy 
for Kurdish children. 

For more information please contact the WKA 

 
News of Western Kurdistan which is occupied by Syria 

 
On 13-11-2008 the Syrian security forces killed the Kurdish arrest Mr. Lewend Hajo. 
On 20-1-2009 Syrian security forces killed the Kurdish writer Mr. Jalal Mella Isa. 
Recently the Syrian security forces searching to arrest many others Kurdish activists 
especially who run away from Syria as Mr. Khelil Bekr, Mr. Ahmed Mustafa, Mr. Awni 
Murad and Mrs. Hevi Mahmoud.  
Since the Kurdish uprising of 12 March 2004 in Western Kurdistan, the Syrian security 
forces are killing 2-3 Kurdish youth during their military services in the Syrian Army.    
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Support Kurdish Political Prisoners in Western Kurdistan 
which is occupied by Syria 

      To: Human Rights Organisations and the International Community 

On 30th October 2009, a group of the Kurdish prisoners of the Democratic Union Party (PYD), 
the PKK, and the Women’s Union Organisation ( Yekitiya Star) in Adra Prison, Damascus, 
Syria, went on undefined hunger strike to protest against arbitrary arrest, torture, isolation and 
refusal to allow access to visitors and the outside world. The indeterminate hunger strike will 
continue until the Syrian Authorities meet the prisoners’ demands, by allowing them to  receive 
a fair trial, granting visits from families and relatives, allowing them to meet other prisoners, 
and having access to media, including radio and TV which are available to other prisoners. 

On 3 November 2009, the Supreme State Security Court in Damascus sentenced five Kurdish 
political activists, accused of being members of the PYD to between seven and half and twelve 
years in prison, according to the report from the Syrian Human Rights Committee (MAD).    

The oppressive Syrian government has been using the State of Emergency in force since 
1963, to continue giving the military and political security forces sweeping powers of arbitrary 
arrest and indefinite detentions. Over 300 political prisoners, members of PYD, in Adra and 
Sednaye military prison, some of whom have been unjustly tried and others are still waiting 
arbitrary charges. According to the Amnesty International report 2008, over 1500 prisoners of 
conscience including political Activists, Human Rights and Democracy Defenders remained in 
prison. 

The Kurds in Syria are deprived of their basic human rights and there is no legitimate 
recognition of their cultural, social, economic and political rights. They have been subject to 
ethnic cleansing and racial and cultural genocide by the oppressive Syrian regime, which has 
been implementing  racist and discriminatory policies, such as the Exceptional Census of 1962 
and Decree No.49, 2008, resulting in  half a million  Kurds becoming stateless, losing their 
homes and properties and being forcibly deported.     

We, the following organisations call upon the Syrian Government to: 

• respond to the demands of Kurdish prisoners of conscience who are on hunger strike.  
• reform the Syrian court and legal system according to international standards. 
• abolish the state of emergency and end arbitrary arrests, torture and ill-treatment of all 

political prisoners. 
• release all political prisoners, human rights- and Democracy Defenders  

We further call upon the International Community, United Nations, Human rights and other 
non-governmental organisations to: 

• support the Kurdish prisoners of conscience who are on hunger strikes by asking the 
Syrian Government to end its human rights abuses and respond to the demands of the 
prisoners. 

• put pressure on the Syrian Government to meet its international obligations by 
respecting international laws and regulations. 

• demand that the Syrian Government grant the constitutional rights of Kurds and end its 
discriminatory policies against all minorities in Syria.   
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 Background: 

The Kurdish People are the second largest ethnic entity in Syria, consisting of more than three 
million of the total population. The Kurds have been living on their ancient historical homeland 
and have actively contributed to liberating and building up the modern republic of Syria. 
Successive Syrian governments after independence in 1946 have denied the legitimate 
national rights of the Kurdish people and their contributions to achieving independence. Since 
the Baath Party seized power after the coup of March 1963 and declared itself the autocrat of 
the country, it has been systematically applying all political, military and psychological means 
to eradicate the Kurdish existence and forcibly assimilate the Kurdish national identity and 
annihilate their culture. These racist discriminatory policies have deprived the Kurds of the 
constitutional recognition of their cultural and national existence. The following atrocities are an 
ongoing part of these policies of the Syrian totalitarian regime for nearly half a century: 

 Exceptional Census:  

The oppressive Syrian regime, in flagrant breach of human rights and international law, 
developed the racist, discriminatory Census Article 93, issued on 23/08/1962 and implemented 
on 05/10/1962, limited to Al Hasakah and Kurdish regions, which initially resulted in more than 
150,000 and now increased to more than half a million, Kurds, who had been living in their own 
homeland,  being stripped of their Syrian nationality certificate, thereby depriving them of the 
basic human right of surviving and prospering in their own country. Those whose nationality 
was withdrawn, and henceforth considered as foreigners in their own land, have no right to 
work in formal government departments, nor to own property, nor can they have access to 
education and health facilities. They cannot register their marriages and neither are they 
allowed to register their children in the state civil records. They cannot travel abroad as they 
cannot obtain a passport. They have no rights to practice some freelance professions such as 
medicine, law and teaching, which require a nationality certificate.  In conclusion, they have no 
birthright to live in their own homeland. This racial and cultural genocide continues today, after 
more than four decades. 

             The “Arab Belt” and Arabisation Policy:  

Since the racist Baath Party seized power in the 1960s, the Kurds have been cruelly subjected 
to a ethnic cleansing, racial and cultural genocide, aiming to eradicate the whole Kurdish 
national and cultural existence by isolating and separating the northern and southern parts of 
Kurdistan. On 24/6/1974 the Chauvinist Government issued the racist Article 521, known as 
“The Arab Belt” which resulted in the seizure of the Kurdish agricultural lands (350km long and 
15 km wide), and thousands of Kurdish land owners and farmers were forcibly driven from their 
own property, which was confiscated and given to Arab settlers and farmers coming from Arab 
regions. This widespread annexation of Kurdish agricultural lands and the settlement of 
immigrant Arabs resulted in splitting families and the destruction of social relationships, and in 
Arabising the names of villages and towns, which has altered the character of the whole 
region.  This inhuman deprivation of natural ownership rights and livelihood has terrorized the 
Kurdish population who were deported from their cultural homelands and property and forced 
to live in isolation and destitution in big metropolitan cities. 

 Discrimination Decree No 49: 

The Decree No 49 that, was signed by Syrian president in September 2008 is another 
systemic discrimination against the country’s Kurdish population and further undermine the 
human rights. This Decree consolidates harsh restrictions and deprived the Kurdish people of 
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the ownership and use of land, preventing the development of the Kurdish the local 
economies.  

Since the Kurdish uprising (Serhildan ) of March 2004 more then 33 Kurdish soldiers have 
been killed while serving in the Syrian Army. So Far none investigation neither post-mortem 
examination were carried out. The military Authorities explained the most of these cases as 
accidental or suicidal. The UN International Investigation must independently investigate these 
killing of the Kurdish soldiers and the result should be publicly made.     

The Political Repression of the Kurds in Syria:  

The Baath regime launched a campaign to eradicate all Kurdish national identity including 
Kurdish cultural and social activities. Kurdish political leaders, Human Rights Activists 
academics and intellectuals were brutally executed, imprisoned or exiled 

On 31st November 1960 the Syrian authorities committed a horrific racial genocide in the 
Amuda Cinema where 380 Kurdish children were deliberately burnt to death while on a school 
excursion, watching a film on the Algerian revolution.  

 In 1993, 72 Kurdish prisoners were burnt to death and 100 were injured in the Central Prison 
in Hasakah City.  To date, hundreds of Kurdish activists and academics are still dying under 
the brutal torture of this barbaric regime. 

 On 12th March 2004 the Syrian secret police and the Baathist Arabs incited and attacked 
Kurdish civilians in Quamishly and other Kurdish cities and areas. More than 30 Kurds were 
murdered and hundreds injured during these incursions. Hundreds more were arrested. 

According to Amnesty International’s 2008, report 1,500 Political and Human Rights activists 
were arrested and hundred more who were arrested in previous years remained in detention. 
These inhuman treatments of the Kurds in Syria have been reported and concerned by 
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Refugees International and Kurdish Human 
Rights Project.  

======================================================================= 

Iran: DI Urgent Action: Halt the Execution of 12 
Kurdish Political Activists 

Written by DI Monitoring & Investigation Committee   

   

NO To Death Penalty 
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After the execution of the political activist Ehsan Fatahiyan on November 11, 2009, 12 political 
activists are facing the same fate. Almost all of them have been accused of being a mohareb 
("enemy of God") and/or "endangering state security" and sentenced to death after unfair trials.  

DI affirms the necessity for an immediate intervention by the United Nations and the 
international community in order to halt these scheduled executions. The Iranian authorities 
should provide prisoners with medical attention. 

Names: Zeynab Jalaliyan (female), Shirkoh Moarefi (male), Habibollah Latifi [1] (male), Farhad 
Chalesh (male), Ramezan Ahmad (male), Rostam Arkiya (male), Fasih Yasamini (male), 
Rashid Akhkandi (male), Hossein Khaziri (male), Farzad Kamangar [2] (male), Ali Heydariyan 
(male) and Farhad Vakili (male)  
  
Authorities: Iranian   
Category: Death penalty / Prisoners of conscience / Arbitrary detentions / Fear of torture or ill-
treatments 
  
The case: 
According to the information received on 13 November 2009, the political activist Mr. Shirkoh 
Moarefi has been transferred to the solitary confinement in preparation for execution.  
  
Mr. Moarefi, aged 30, was detained in October 2008 in the city of Saqqz, in the Kurdistan 
Province of Iran. He has been convicted of being a mohareb ("enemy of God") and 
"endangering state security".  
At least 12 political activists are feared to be at imminent risk of execution in Sanandaj prison. 
Almost all of them have reportedly been tortured and sentenced to death after unfair trials. 
  
The prisoners are now on hunger strike in protest of the execution of Ehsan Fatahyian. 
  
DI Views & Demands:  
Defend International urges Iran to stop the execution of the political activist Mr. Shirkoh 
Moarefi and 11 others, and encourages the Iranian authorities to review death penalty in light 
of International Human Rights Law. 
  
Defend International condemns the execution of Ehsan Fatahiyan [3] on the morning of 11 
November 2009, and warns the authorities not to make the same mistake again.  
  
DI campaign: 
Please copy the following appeals, add your signature and address and send them to arrive as 
soon as possible.  
  
With thanks and appreciation  
  
Defend International 
 ـــــــــــــــــ  
  
Office of the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General 
United Nations, S-378 
New York, NY 10017 
USA 
Fax: 212-963-7055 
Subject: Please forward to His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon 
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Your Excellency,  
  
I would like to draw your attention to the case of at least 12 Kurdish political activists feared to 
be at imminent risk of execution in Sanandaj prison in Iran. The prisoner's names are: Zeynab 
Jalaliyan (female), Shirkoh Moarefi (male), Habibollah Latifi (male), Farhad Chalesh (male), 
Ramezan Ahmad (male), Rostam Arkiya (male), Fasih Yasamini (male), Rashid Akhkandi 
(male), Hossein Khaziri (male), Farzad Kamangar (male), Ali Heydariyan (male) and Farhad 
Vakili (male). Almost all of them have reportedly been tortured, convicted of being a mohareb 
("enemy of God") and/or "endangering state security" and sentenced to death after unfair trials. 
  
I affirm the necessity for an immediate intervention by the United Nations and the international 
community in order to halt these scheduled executions. I would also ask you to urge the 
Iranian authorities to immediately provide prisoners with medical attention, if needed, and to 
protect them from any further torture or ill-treatment.  
  
I wish that the Secretary-General, in accordance with his mandate, will be able to prepare a 
report on the human rights situation in Iran. At such a time, the matter of Iranian nuclear 
weapons should not overshadow the human rights issues the people there are facing on a daily 
basis.  
  
I would unite my voice with that of the General Assembly in its country-specific resolution on 
Iran adopted in November 2008, and call on Iran's government to end the harassment, 
intimidation and persecution of political opponents and human rights defenders, including by 
releasing persons imprisoned arbitrarily or on the basis of their political views.   
  
Iran should consolidate its commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights for all, 
on an equal footing and without exception. The Iranian authorities must take all necessary 
steps to ensure that being a member of minority ethnicity did not become the reason for 
criminal punishment, especially executions, arrests or detention. Human rights violations due 
to intolerance and other forms of discrimination must be thoroughly investigated and those 
responsible be held accountable. 
  
I further condemn any action or attempt by Iran or its public officials to legalise, authorise or 
acquiesce in torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment under any 
circumstances, including on grounds of national security or through judicial decisions. I'd like to 
highlight that the UN Assembly had emphasized that acts of torture can constitute crimes 
against humanity and that the perpetrators of all acts of torture must be prosecuted and 
punished. Therefore, I call for a transparent and independent body to investigate allegations of 
torture and to prosecute those responsible for such violations. 
  
Iran must take steps to reform its criminal justice system and to declare a moratorium on 
executions.  
I hope for your urgent attention to this matter. 
Respectfully yours 
 
 
 ========================================================================= 
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WKA is serving the community: in the areas of welfare, immigration, 
health, housing and employment.  
WKA activities: radio and TV broadcasting, English and Kurdish 
languages, computer, Football Club and Kurdish Museum, Library & 
Archive.@

@@@ @
Supplementary school - Kurdish language courses (Kurmanji dialect@

 
Computer course at Western Kurdistan Association 

 
Kurdistan Football Club established by Western Kurdistan Association since 2004 
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Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive  
The first Museum for the Kurdish heritage in the world is one of the main culture 
resources for the school-age children of Hammersmith and Fulham Borough and 
to the academics and researchers in the UK. Let’s make Hammersmith and 
Fulham Borough more colourful and tourist area for all nations and for the 3 
million Kurds living in Europe for the coming London Olympics on 2012. 

Visitors of the Kurdish Museum 

   
Mayor of the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham Councillor Alex Karmel, Dr 

Jawad Mella and a group of WKA’s volunteers 

   
Mr Adnan Shaswar, director of KANGA, Mr Andrew Slaughter MP and Dr Jawad Mella 

  
Mayor of the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham Councillor Alex Karmel, 

Councillor Stephen Greenhalgh Leader of the Council and  Dr Jawad Mella 
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Sheikh Latif Mariwani (UK), Mr Sirwan Kawsi (Norway) Mrs Layla Ali (UK),  

Dr Jawad Mella (UK) and Dr Hussein Khaliqi (Sweden) 8-11-2009 

  
Mrs Louise Nolan H & F Community Liaison, Mr Horatio Morgan (CaVSA),  

Teresa Meekings Director of PHL and Director of Charity Property 
 

  
H & F Community Liaison and the directors of East European Association 
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Mr Raz Jabary Soma Digest UK Correspondent. WKA and KANGA at PHL Open Day 

   
Hammersmith Borough local residents 

 
Kurdish traditional food called (Gipe or Serupe or kelupacha)  
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Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive  
Business Plan 

Mission Statement 
The Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive will provide Kurdish refugees living in 
London with a vital link to their culture, history and traditions, by the collection, 
conservation, exhibition and interpretation of relevant materials. It will do this for the 
benefit, educational and economic well being of the Kurdish and non-Kurdish community 
alike, in order to help build bridges between cultural communities in London. 
 
Background 
Founded in 2007 and opening its doors to the public for the first time in 2008, the 
Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive is the first of its kind in the world. It functions 
through the kind generosity of supporters and is an important preserver of Kurdish 
culture and tradition. 
 

Situation Review 
i) Governance 
The Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive is headed by a Management Committee 
which meets once every three months. This Committee works with the Director to help 
advertise the Museum throughout the local community and beyond. It effectively 
budgets, monitors and guides the Museum in its development. 
 
ii) Staffing 
The Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive is staffed by a Director, whose daily 
activities include answering e-mail and telephone enquiries, creating partnership 
opportunities and leading tours of the Museum. There are a number of volunteers 
available (approximately ten volunteers), which effectively carry out the Director’s work 
in his absence. 
 
iii) Building and Facilities 
The Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive is situated in Palingswick House, a central 
resource base for voluntary and community organisations in Hammersmith and Fulham 
since the 1900’s. In 2009, Palingswick House still stands as a valuable resource for the 
diverse communities of Hammersmith and Fulham, providing meeting space and 
resource facilities for groups and organisations. The Kurdish Museum, Library and 
Archive occupies three small rooms on the second floor of Palingswick House, and has 
access to communal toilet and meeting room facilities on all floors. 
 
iv) Budget 
The Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive had outgoings of £3000 for general bills (i.e. 
material and utility bills), £4700 for rent and £2500 for volunteer expenses in the 
financial year 2007-2008. It has projected the same budget for 2009-2010, with the 
possible addition of VAT. 
 
Activities 
The Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive has run the following activities since its 
establishment in 2007: 
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• Daily exhibitions of Kurdish heritage items 
• Monthly Kurdish film showings 
• Christmas celebrations 
• Kurdish New Year celebrations 

 
The Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive sustains the above activities through: 

• Governance: The Museum has a management committee of five members. 
This committee meets every 2-3 months. It is effective in sustaining close 
knit relationships within the Kurdish community and in suggesting positive 
new improvements to services. 

• Finance: The Museum relies on small grants and the donations of Kurdish 
community members to keep its important work running. 

• Staff Base: The Museum does not have any paid staff and therefore relies 
on the input of dedicated volunteers. Dr. Jawad Mella acts as the co-
ordinator of Museum activities.  

• User Services and Facilities: the Museum has a log book of visitors, which 
includes a comments sheet column. The comments column is particular 
important in gaining feedback on Museum performance. 

 
The Core Strengths and Weaknesses of the Kurdish Museum Library and Archive are: 
 
Strengths: 

• Its “uniqueness” as a project: the Museum is the first of its kind in the world.  
• It has an already impressive profile. The Kurdish community recognises it as an 

important tool in preserving Kurdish culture, and the non Kurdish community 
recognises it as a fascinating means of learning about Kurdish culture as a whole. 
Many MPs and the Cabinet Member for Community and Children’s Services in 
H&F all recognise the Museum as important in bridging the gap between social 
communities in London. 

• It acts as a centre for the preservation of Kurdish culture, identity and 
empowerment. 

• It is a source of Kurdish cultural education to the non-Kurdish community and 
schools. 

• It is fostering fruitful partnerships with other museums in the area. 
 
Weaknesses: 

• Lack of funding. 
• Poor promotion. 

 
Opportunities: 

• Secure funding from grants and sponsorships: for future projects and larger 
premises. The Museum has access to skilled fundraisers. It has short listed 
several grant opportunities for The Kurdish Writers in Britain Project and 
The Kurdish Genocide Project: ‘Their Past, your Future’. The Museum has 
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recently been successful in gaining funding from Awards For All for daily 
exhibitions until 2010. 

• Engage in further partnership work with museums, libraries and cultural centres at 
home and abroad. The Museum works in partnership with The H&F Education 
Business Partnership and The H&F Archives and Local History Centre. It offers 
opportunities for partnership engagement through The Community Archives and 
Identities Council: http://archivesand identities.com and through The Council’s 
Website: http://www.hammersmith.co.uk 

• Building on existing links, target educational centres in the borough as a means to 
educating the public about Kurdish culture. Educational Centres include: British 
Library, SOAS Library, Hammersmith and West London College, Cambridge 
School, William Morris 6th Form, Hurlingham and Chelsea School, Phoenix High 
School, the Bridge Academy, Burlington Danes, Sacred Heart High School, Henry 
Compton School, William Morris 6th Form, Lady Margaret School. 

 
Threats: 

• Loss of tenure of building. 
• Lack of knowledge of current funding streams. 
• Withdrawal of current funding streams. 

 
Strategic Aims of the Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive  
 
i) Management 

• To develop and enhance the status and profile of the Museum both locally and 
nationally. 

• To ensure the Museum’s sustainability through improved funding. 
 
ii) User Services 

• To raise awareness of Museum activities 
• Increase visitor numbers 
• Increase visitor number 
• Increase display areas 

 
iii) Collections Management 

• Increase the number of exhibits 
 
Aims and Objectives 
Aim: To Develop and Enhance the Status and Profile of the Museum both Locally and 
Nationally  
Objective 1: Gain press coverage in local and national media. Possible national coverage 
will come from using the Guardian Newspaper, and local coverage, from the Gazette, 
ARC and refugee organisations’ newsletters (especially BME umbrella organisations 
such as the H&F Refugee Forum, H&F BME and CAVSA). This will serve as a means to 
facilitating knowledge not only of Museum activities, but the cultural significance of the 
Museum.  
Objective 2: Develop policies and procedures to ensure proper management of the 
Museum, its collections and resources 
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Aim: To Raise Awareness of Museum activities: 
Objective 1: Gain press coverage in local and national media. This will serve as a means 
to facilitating knowledge and accessibility of Museum activities 
Objective 2: Mail information of activities to local schools 
Objective 3: Advertise activities and events on website 
 
Aim: To Increase Visitor Numbers: 
Objective 1: Secure promotion of services through media, mail, e-mail, web and word of 
mouth.  
Objective 2: Consult with local Kurdish community to understand the needs of users and 
potential users (through, for example, means of a questionnaire). 
Objective 3: Secure better funding so more activities can take place and attract visitors. 
Aim: To Ensure the Museum’s Sustainability through Improved Funding: 
Objective 1: To communicate the Museum’s purpose and mission clearly to potential 
funders. 
Objective 2: Research what funders are looking for and linking this information with 
possible ideas of daily exhibitions and monthly Museum workshops. 
Objective 3: Seek the help of an experienced fundraiser and secure funds through 
applications. 
 
Aim: Increase the Number of Exhibits: 
Objective 1: Develop a clear acquisitions and disposal policy. 
Objective 2: Develop a collection management plan. 
Objective 3: Secure better funding for larger premises in the long term and in the short 
term, to create more room for current exhibitions through removing computer and table 
areas. 
 
 
 
 

Action Plan:  Kurdish Museum, Library and Archive 
 

 
AIM 1: To Raise the Awareness of  Museum Activities 
Objectives Resources Responsibility By When Progress 
Gain press coverage Radio Rojava, 

newspapers, 
newsletters, leaflets, 
word of mouth, 
WKA and Council 
websites and 
Library Notice 
Boards. 

Volunteers and 
Management 
Committee 
Members 

To review at 6 
months intervals 

 

Mail information of 
activities to schools 

Newsletters Management 
Committee 
Members 

To review at 6 
month intervals 

 

 


